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What an incredible milestone. Wheelchairs 
For Kids Australia has proudly built its 
70,000th wheelchair and what better way 
to celebrate than with the volunteers and 
supporters who made it possible.

Nearly 30 years ago, Br Olly Pickett accepted 
Scarborough Rotary’s challenge to build 
wheelchairs for children living with disabilities. 
Today, that challenge has grown into 70,000 
wheelchairs, changing lives in more than 80 
countries.

Honouring Br Olly’s unwavering dedication, 
remarkable legacy and the countless lives he 
has helped, the Wheelchairs For Kids Australia 
factory was officially named THE BR OLLY 
PICKETT FACTORY. 

The day was made even more special with 
Br Olly’s sister, Isobel and nephew, Martin, 
travelling from Melbourne to be part of the 
celebration. Our beloved Beppie DeKuyper was also there to celebrate with us. Adding to the excitement was Dr Anne 
Aly MP, who joined us to mark this incredible achievement and who continues to be a wonderful supporter and friend 
to Br Olly and WFKA.

Every wheelchair tells a story of kindness, teamwork and generosity. The 70,000th wheelchair belongs to every 
volunteer, donor, supporter and partner who has helped build on Scarborough Rotary’s challenge, with Br Olly’s skill 
and vision guiding the way.

Wheelchair number 70,000 
is heading to Zambia, where 
Marco Kerkhof from Blu 
Springs Associazione will 
place it with a child whose 
life is about to change.

As we look ahead, our work 
is far from over. Thousands 
more children are still waiting 
for the gift of mobility and 
with the continued support 
of our incredible volunteers, 
partners and donors we’ll 
keep turning generosity into 
independence.

A Milestone Built Together

Malcom Cassidy, Isobel Cassidy, Dr Anne Aly MP, Br Olly Pickett, Beppie De Kuyer
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Dear Friends and Supporters,

As we move from one edition of The Drill to the next, 
every quarter seems busier and more exciting. This 
period has been no exception, with milestones, new 
relationships and achievements for WFKA.

In June, I travelled to China to meet several of our 
distributors and suppliers, some for the first time. 
We showed our manufacturing partners how their 
specialised components become part of our wheelchairs 
and what those wheelchairs can achieve. Seeing the 
finished wheelchair and understanding how it transforms 
the lives of children with disabilities connected them to 
the purpose behind their work and strengthened our 
relationships.

From China, I travelled to the 2026 Rotary International 
Convention in Taipei, Taiwan, held from 13–17 June. More 
than 37,000 people from over 120 countries attended. 
Our WFKA project, represented at the Scarborough 
Rotary Club booth in the House of Friendship, attracted 
tremendous interest and we returned with new Rotary 
contacts keen to distribute our wheelchairs. Many 
remembered seeing us at previous conventions in 
Melbourne and Singapore and are now exploring 
partnerships.

Our Tax and Winter Appeal was a great success. A 
sincere thank you to our generous supporters and 
donors and special thanks to Lee-Anne Ashley for 
her dedication and leadership in these fundraising 
campaigns.

In early July, we welcomed His Excellency the Governor 
of Western Australia and Mrs Dawson to our factory for 
their first visit. It was a wonderful opportunity for Br Olly 
Pickett and our team to showcase our program and the 
incredible work of our volunteers.

Later that month, we celebrated producing our 70,000th 
wheelchair, an extraordinary milestone after almost 30 

years of commitment from volunteers, donors, partners 
and supporters.

During FY2026, we produced more than 5,500 
wheelchairs and delivered them to children in 20 
countries, making it our most successful production 
year yet. Every wheelchair brings dignity and access to 
education. Our next goal is 6,000 wheelchairs annually.

Our 70,000th wheelchair celebration also recognised 
Br Olly Pickett AM’s nearly 30 years of dedication, with 
our factory proudly renamed The Brother Olly Pickett 
Factory in his honour.

Looking ahead, we have made the second payment 
for three new Fanuc CNC machines, scheduled for 
installation and commissioning in late September and 
early October. This investment will strengthen our 
manufacturing capabilities and support future growth.

Thank you for your continued support and belief in our 
mission. 

Greg Hebble

UPDATE - CEO Greg Hebble

Beppie De Kuyer, Br Olly Pickett, Jim Joseph

Suppliers with Jim & Jan Joseph, Greg Hebble

Jim Joseph, Darren Meakins
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Hanging proudly in our factory is a poster that reads:

“Children with disabilities are like butterflies with a broken wing. They are just as 
beautiful as all others, but they need help to spread their wings.”

Inspired by this message, Dr Anne Aly MP invited us during her speech to 
imagine 70,000 beautiful butterflies filling our factory, each representing a child 
whose life has been forever changed through the independence that mobility 
can bring. The image was deeply moving, bringing tears to many eyes and 
giving new meaning to what 70,000 truly represents.

Behind this number 
are 70,000 children, 
each with their own 
story, challenges, 
hopes and dreams. 
Every wheelchair 
represents far more 
than steel, fabric and wheels. It represents a family whose 
daily life has become a little easier and a child who can now 
attend school and socialise. For many children, receiving 
their first wheelchair opens doors that once seemed out 
of reach and creates opportunities that were previously 
impossible.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the dedication 
of our volunteers and the support of our partners, these 
children have been given the chance to spread their wings.

A Factory Full of Butterflies

Morning Tea with the Governor
It’s not every day a Governor drops by, so there was a 
little extra buzz around Wheelchairs For Kids Australia 
on Wednesday, 1 July. His Excellency the Honourable 
Chris Dawson AC APM became the third Governor of 
Western Australia to walk through our factory doors.

The Governor and Mrs Darrilyn Dawson spent the 
morning at our Wangara factory, meeting volunteers and 
taking a behind the scenes look at the many hands on 
jobs involved in making our adjustable wheelchairs. From 
the first stages of production through to assembly, they 
saw the care, craftsmanship and teamwork that go into 
every wheelchair before it begins its journey to a child 
who needs it.

As they made their 
way through the 
factory, the Governor 
took the time to hear 
from volunteers about 
their individual roles 
and the part they play 
in keeping production 
moving. Over morning 
tea, he thanked our 
volunteers for their 
time and dedication 

and spoke about the lasting impact their contribution has 
on children with disabilities around the world.

A heartfelt thank you to the Governor and Mrs Dawson 
for spending the morning with us and leaving our 
volunteers feeling inspired and proud of the difference 
they make.

Mrs Dawson, Br Olly Pickett, Kate Magnay, The Governor Chris Dawson, 
Dot Ammerer

Governor Chris Dawson, Br Olly Pickett

Greg Hebble, Dr Anne Aly MP, Br Olly Pickett
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Ketut’s Story Continues

Every Wheelchair Has a Story

Learning Without Limits

Eighteen months after receiving 
Wheelchairs For Kids Australia’s 60,000th 
wheelchair, we’re delighted to share that 
Ketut is thriving.

Now 11 years old, Ketut is enjoying an 
independent and active life. His wheelchair 
helps him get around at home, attend school 
every day and socialise with his friends. 
Best of all, he can now join his father on 
visits to nearby villages for Balinese religious 
ceremonies, experiencing traditions that were 
once out of reach.

Ketut’s confidence continues to grow and so do his dreams. Living with cerebral palsy 
hasn’t stopped his determination or his drive to complete his education.

Every wheelchair we build has an adventure ahead of it and every one 
comes home with a story to tell.

Our friends at the Khangai Rotary Club in Tsetserleg, Mongolia, recently 
travelled thousands of kilometres across six provinces to fit 140 children 
with WFKA wheelchairs.

Along the way, our adjustable wheelchairs proved just how versatile they 
are, fitting everyone from adventurous two year olds to young adults 
in their early twenties. While they are designed for children, their clever 
adjustable design often means they can also provide a comfortable fit for 
smaller adults.

Through partnerships like ours with Rotary Khangai, our wheelchairs reach 
children who need them most. Working alongside local health and disability 
professionals, Rotary volunteers ensure each child receives a proper fitting 
and the ongoing support they need.

Every wheelchair begins its journey in our Wangara factory, but its greatest 
adventure begins when it reaches the child. 

For 11-year-old Dalitso Sakala from Choma in Zambia’s 
Southern Province, going to school had become an 
impossible dream. 

Without a wheelchair, he was unable to get around, forcing 
his parents to withdraw him from school. As he watched other 
children continue their education, Dalitso could only hope that 
one day he would be able to return.

That day arrived on Unity Day, 7 July, when Dalitso received a 
wheelchair during a fitting program delivered by Blu Springs 
Zambia in partnership with a local organisation. His new 
wheelchair has given him the freedom to move, the confidence 
to participate and the chance to continue his education. Thanks 
to your generous support, Dalitso can now look forward to a 
future filled with opportunity.

Ketut now

Ketut 60000th

Dalitso, Zambia



Our amazing volunteers took a break from 
building wheelchairs to tackle one of the  
biggest jobs of the year, stock take.

Armed with clipboards, calculators and the promise 
of lunch afterwards, they counted everything from 
nuts and bolts to wheels, cushions and frames.

Thanks to Richard Payne’s careful planning, the 
work was divided into manageable sections, 
making the task easier and keeping everyone on 
track.

With their attention to detail and teamwork, 
everything was counted, checked and organised, 
leaving us ready for another busy year at the 
factory. A huge thank you to our incredible 
volunteers for rolling up their sleeves, tackling the 
stock take with great enthusiasm and of course, 
enjoying a well earned lunch afterwards.
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Amelie

Hope Rekindled

Our Little Sunshine

Who knew counting could be so much fun?

Stories like Jaden’s remind us that a wheelchair can be the first step towards hope.

At a wheelchair assessment clinic in Nandi County, north west of Nairobi, the 
BethanyKids team met five year old Jaden and his mum, Eunice.

Born with the rare condition Proximal Focal Femoral Deficiency, which affects the 
development of the upper thigh bone, Jaden was delighted to receive a WFKA 
wheelchair, opening the door to greater independence.

Therapists also encouraged Eunice to seek corrective surgery for Jaden at CURE 
Children’s Hospital. Following his successful surgery and with BethanyKids continued 
support, the family was invited to visit Joytown Special School.

“I had lost all hope for my son’s future, let alone him attending school. But seeing the 
children at Joytown rekindled my hope,” said Eunice.

Today, Jaden is happily attending school and looking forward to a bright future with his 
mum by his side.

If smiles could light up a room, three-
year-old Amelie would brighten the whole 
building.

This gorgeous little girl captured everyone’s 
hearts at a recent Global Village Foundation 
wheelchair distribution in South Sumatra. 
Although Amelie has had a difficult start in 
life after being abandoned by her mother, 
she is now surrounded by love and care 
from the amazing team at her orphanage.

The highlight of the day was receiving her 
very own WFKA wheelchair, giving Amelie 
support and the freedom to enjoy new 
adventures.

Amelie also received a special GVF “Global 
Citizen” T-shirt proudly displaying the 
words, “Your rights are my rights too.”

With her infectious smile and joyful spirit, 
we’re sure Amelie will continue to brighten 
the lives of everyone she meets. 

Vale In memory of our volunteers whose kindness and dedication will never be forgotten.

• Don Haines (2013 - 2024) • John Dickson (2005 - 2022) • Don Wilkes (2004 - 2019)



On 7 May, we joined the weekly breakfast meeting of one of WFKA great supporters, 
the Rotary Club of Frankston Sunrise, to receive a presentation cheque for a very 
generous $12,500 donation. The cheque was proudly presented by Club President 
Dave Wilton to Grant Klaaysen, WFKA East Coast Coordinator.

The donation came from the profits of the Club’s annual golf day, proof that a good day on 
the golf course can do a lot of good off it too. We are incredibly grateful to the Club for its 
continued support and for helping turn a day of golf into 42 new wheelchairs.

On 25 June, we took our Wheelathon to the relatively small but enthusiastic 
Firbank Grammar School in Sandringham. Led by the enthusiastic EarlyAct Club, 
the event saw the whole school community get involved.

The Wheelathon certainly kept everyone moving. Students took part in different areas 
throughout the day, including inside the school’s basketball stadium before heading 
outdoors into the sunshine, where they tackled the sports oval and beyond.

The students gained a real appreciation of some of the challenges that come with 
navigating everyday life in a wheelchair. There was plenty of determination, lots of 
laughs along the way and no doubt, some very tired arms by the end of the day.

The Rotary Club of Sandringham also got behind the event, providing both financial 
and logistical support. It was a fantastic day of teamwork, community spirit and plenty 
of fun, all while helping raise funds to provide more wheelchairs to children in need.

“Words cannot express the joy in my heart as I watch my daughter receive her 
first wheelchair,” says Abriella’s mother.

At just three months old, Abriella lost her neck balance and was later diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy. Her mother, an orphan herself, has devoted her life to ensuring her 
daughter feels loved, valued and supported.

Until now, she has carried five year old Abriella whenever they left home. Receiving 
her first wheelchair through BethanyKids, in partnership with WFKA, brings new 
hope and independence.

Now attending school, Abriella can move around and take part in everyday activities. 
For Abriella’s mother, her daughter’s new 
wheels bring something precious, the freedom 
to be part of the world around her.

A busy and curious four year old, Mohamed travelled with his family from a 
town near Casablanca to Salé to receive his new wheelchair. Born with spina 
bifida, Mohamed was eager to lend a hand and happily “helped” with the tools 
while his wheelchair was being assembled.

Once everything was finished, Mohamed and his parents left with big smiles, 
excited that his new wheelchair will give him the chance to start kindy.

News from WFKA East Coast 
Rotary Club of Frankston Sunrise Golf Day

Wheelchair Wheelathon – Firbank Grammar School, 
Sandringham

Helping Abriella Spread her Wings

Kindy, Here I Come

Mohamed Amir

Abriella and her Mother

Firbank Grammer

Grant Klaaysen & Dave Wilton
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AFGHANISTAN 1

ALBANIA 40

ANGOLA 50

ARMENIA 302

AUSTRALIA (TOTAL)  32

COCOS IS. 1

BANGLADESH 671

BELARUS 131

BHUTAN 8

BORNEO 340

BOSNIA 100

BOTSWANA 1

BRAZIL 2

BULGARIA 26

BURKINA FASO 164

BURUNDI 24

CAMBODIA 1871

CAMEROON 1

CANADA 2

CHINA (TOTAL) 1746

HONG KONG 1

COOK ISLANDS 5

D.R. OF CONGO 1072

EGYPT 665

EL SALVADOR 1

ETHIOPIA 120

FIJI (TOTAL) 857

BA                    2

NADI 8

ONO - I -LAU  10

SAVU SAVU   40
SUVA            630

Wheelchairs dispatched since 1996

Bill & Iolanda 
Gibbins

Bill & Eileen 
Doyle

John & Jan
Hughan

THE DRILL is printed by Quality Press, 8 Babel Road, Welshpool WA 6106. T: (08) 6254 9999  |  W: qualitypress.com.au

Partners/Sponsors:

2025/2026
Financial Year 
Dispatch

JUL 516
AUG 702
SEPT 705
OCT 350
NOV 48
DEC 350
JAN 370
FEB 350
MAR 764
APR 350
MAY 724
JUN 418

TOTAL 5647

JUL 515
AUG 400

TOTAL 915

69,957

USA 2

VANUATU 383

VIETNAM 8054

YEMEN 166

ZAMBIA 3054

ZIMBABWE 487

Contact Information:                  
Address: 10 Buckingham Drive, Wangara WA 6065                                                        
Postal Address:  PO Box 1175, Wangara DC, 
Western Australia, 6947                            
Factory:  +61 8 9409 3633  Email: info@wheelchairsforkids.org      
ABN: 436 3877 9405   ACN: 638 779 405 
WA Charity Licence: 20577 
Facebook: #wheelchairsforkids      
Web: wheelchairsforkids.org

Chief Executive Officer: Greg Hebble                
greg.hebble@wheelchairsforkids.org
Volunteer Factory Manager: Br. Olly Pickett          
olly.pickett@wheelchairsforkids.org
Fundraising & Communications Lead: Lee-Anne Ashley 
lee-anne.ashley@wheelchairsforkids.org
Volunteer Coordinator & Editor: Joy Angerson   
joy.angerson@wheelchairsforkids.org    
Volunteer Workshop Coordinator: Bob Sheridan 
bob.sheridan@wheelchairsforkids.org     

GAZA 1006

GHANA 234

GUINEA 1

INDIA 368

INDONESIA (TOTAL)  6325

BALI 2516

FLORES IS. 20

JAVA 2156

LOMBOK        547

SALATIGA         8

SUMATRA 28

SURABAYA 350

IRAN 22

IRAQ 1949

JORDAN 271

KENYA 4793

KIRIBATI 338

LAOS 90

LEBANON 673

LIBERIA 181

LIBYA 340

MADAGASCAR 86

MALAWI 4088

MALAYSIA 7

MALDIVES 4

MAURITANIA 75

MAURITIUS 438

MOLDOVA 40

MONGOLIA 1606

MOROCCO 1635

MOZAMBIQUE 439

MYANMAR 3515

NAURA 10

NEPAL 703

NIGERIA 806

PAKISTAN 848

PAPUA N.G. (TOTAL)  2227

BOUGAINVILLE 6

PERU 2

PHILIPPINES 2405

ROMANIA 132

RWANDA 866

SAMOA 231

SEYCHELLES 60

SIERRA LEONE 661

SINGAPORE 2

SOLOMON IS. 368

SOMALIA 332

SOMALILAND 170

SOUTH AFRICA 123

SOUTH KOREA 20

SRI LANKA 2209

SUDAN 62

SYRIA 507

TAIWAN 50

TANZANIA 3970

THAILAND 338

TIMOR LESTE 1156

TONGA 16

TUVALU 6

UGANDA 2670

UKRAINE (TOTAL) 105

CHERNIVTSI   25

CHERNOBYL  60



Wheelchairs For Kids Australia  |  wheelchairsforkids.org8

Graham Edwards Shares his 
Extraordinary Story in New Memoir

More Ways to Help!

With gratitude, Brother Olly Pickett, AM (Project Co-founder)

Right now there is a child who is sitting on the ground  
unable to move freely, get to school or play with their 
friends.

With your support, we can change that.

At Wheelchairs For Kids Australia we make life-
changing wheelchairs for children in developing 
countries, giving them mobility, dignity and hope for a 
brighter future.

Every wheelchair is made by our dedicated volunteers 
right here in Perth and gifted free of charge to children 
who need it most.

Just $300 builds a complete wheelchair. Every 
donation helps to build a wheelchair piece by piece. 

Please give what you can.

How your gift will help:

Give securely online

Or call 9409 3633
Tax-deductible gifts close 30 June 2026

Provides cushions 
& supports

Provides chassis  
& wheels

Provides a full 
wheelchair

$55

$85

$300

wheelchairsforkids.org

Stone The Bloody Crows is the remarkable memoir of Graham Edwards AM.  
Vietnam veteran, former State and Federal MP, veterans’ advocate and Patron of 
Wheelchairs For Kids Australia.

After losing both legs to a landmine in Vietnam at just 24, Graham returned home 
determined to embrace life. Told with honesty, humour and characteristic resilience, his 
story follows an extraordinary journey through recovery, family, public life, advocacy 
and more than five decades of service to others.

Independently published by Graham Edwards and Bob Fawcett, the book is being 
distributed exclusively through Wheelchairs For Kids Australia. All proceeds from 
the sale of this book will go directly to helping provide wheelchairs and the gift of 
mobility to children living with disability around the world.

Ordering Books
Books can be purchased online and shipped anywhere in Australia through our website - wheelchairsforkids.org
Prefer to visit us in person? Books are also available for purchase at the Wheelchairs For Kids Australia factory,  
10 Buckingham Dr, Wangara. Monday to Friday, between 8.30am and 2.30pm.
Orders can also be placed by phone on 08 9409 3633, although online ordering is the most efficient option for 
postage and shipping.
Bulk orders of 10 or more books are available for Clubs and Associations, with a small discount offered. Please 
contact the office for further details.

As from 1 July, Containers for Change now accepts 
almost all drink containers between 150mL and 3L, 
including wine and spirit bottles, juice and cordial 
bottles, flavoured milk cartons and many drink 
cartons and pouches.

Every eligible container is worth 10 cents. By donating 
your refund to Wheelchairs For Kids Australia, you’ll help 
provide mobility and hope to children waiting for their 
very first wheelchair.

More containers. More recycling. More lives changed.

Around the world, millions of children are left without the
mobility they need to learn, play and belong.

At Wheelchairs For Kids Australia we build and donate all-terrain,
adjustable wheelchairs for children living with disability in under-
developed countries.

Made by our incredible volunteers to World Health Organization
guidelines, each wheelchair brings the hope of better health,
education and inclusion, all the building blocks of a brighter
future.

Please support our work by making a 
tax-deductible donation.

Because every child deserves the 
freedom of movement

$55

$85

$300

wheelchairsforkids.org 

Help a child waiting for their first wheelchair
How your gift will help:

Provides cushions
& supports

Provides chassis 
& wheels

Provides a full
wheelchair

Give securely online

Gifts $2+ are tax-deductible

Or call 08 9409 3633

Around the world, millions of children are left without the
mobility they need to learn, play and belong.

At Wheelchairs For Kids Australia we build and donate all-terrain,
adjustable wheelchairs for children living with disability in under-
developed countries.

Made by our incredible volunteers to World Health Organization
guidelines, each wheelchair brings the hope of better health,
education and inclusion, all the building blocks of a brighter
future.

Please support our work by making a 
tax-deductible donation.

Because every child deserves the 
freedom of movement

$55

$85

$300

wheelchairsforkids.org 

Help a child waiting for their first wheelchair
How your gift will help:

Provides cushions
& supports

Provides chassis 
& wheels

Provides a full
wheelchair

Give securely online

Gifts $2+ are tax-deductible

Or call 08 9409 3633

Help a child waiting for their first wheelchair


