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Look back at January to April 2010......on page 6 

When Lista was 3 years old, she was very sick. The sickness 

affecting her body made her weaker day by day. Everyday she 

had to stay on her bed because no one could carry her. Her older 

sister looks after her and their younger brother at home while 

their mother works as a farmer on a neighbour’s land.                    

Their father passed away a few years ago and so their mother 

has to work hard for all of them. 

The wheelchair really brings a big change in Lista's life.                     

When I saw her happy face, it brought me to tears.                         

After 9 years of waiting, she is finally able to go outside and be able to see the outside world.  She was touching  

everything and everyone and felt so happy with the attention people gave her. 

Looking at her being so happy in the wheelchair is the most joyful feeling I've ever had.                                                  

Thank You Wheelchairs For Kids, 

Komodo Ani 

Kuang,                                

who lives in Myanmar, has  

an incredible story to tell on 

page 3. 

JANUARY - APRIL 2020 

FLORES 

Wheelchairs for Kids       Wheelchairs for Kids       Wheelchairs for Kids          

A New Life for Lista 

on Flores   

https://www.facebook.com/ani.budjen?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCfR6RZJeDnNqRDtyagKWU1VS_5zqPl2Cs2H95AVNkQ4IqmJI7FUBv7Shh1Rh_TSvF1wyN_llxxeOKj&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAaXYo5oCn1QTd-AdA2WAPOqMVkqaFZplbY9h0NG6pCDkawn2P5YiX9cXibu-PgbQowbtldYVpjZPJyhKqVFBtX5qrkNWb
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A Word from the CEO 

 

             We’ve always had good news to tell. Well, times have changed and as you know 

             we are going through a terrifying period. But, there is a silver lining.                                                              

             Firstly of course we are closed, probably for some time, as the majority of our              

volunteers are the class of people most susceptible to the effects of the dreaded virus.  

In addition to this and as people have quite rightly been sending their spare money to the fire                  

restoration expenses and now the virus problems, our donations have dropped considerably.                  

However, I feel sure that when this is over and we start manufacturing again ,our supporters 

will return. After all, we have an excellent and rather unique humanitarian organisation giving 

great value for the donated dollar.       

And now the great news.  You will note the picture of our new premises on page 5. We have 
been happy for 20 years in our home in Dellamarta Rd. and have had a very good relationship 
with the owners. However, we expect to need more space and certainly more parking space 
with the guarantee of continuous tenure.                                                

Our new factory, all under one roof, is two and a half times bigger and has 50 parking bays.                               
All this is due to an old school friend of Olly in Melbourne, Bill Gibbins. Bill is a long time          
supporter and has put up the money as a 10 year loan at extremely good terms, costing us no 
more than our existing rent.  As we own the building, we will not have to pay rates. I have no 
doubt, that in that time we will find benefactors to pay off the loan and will have real estate 
which will increase in value.                                                                         

Volunteer Reg (Bones) Doherty has already started the move by cleaning up the outside and  
gardens with painting and refurbishment by Steve Pratt, John Knight and others.                                             
Many offers of help are coming, including free transport and craneage by Keith Smith–Gander 
of Kwik Cranes.                                                                                                                                                                     
We have a lot of equipment, including  2-ton machines, to move.                       

Stuart Nicholson of Compuroom has in the past generously carried out electrical work for us 
gratis. He will of course get the contract for the new quite extensive electrical installation. 

Alan and Tookta Bennettt’s street of Christmas lights gets more amazing every year.                                 
Despite public money going to the fire relief funds, their street raised $18,000 for us. Also a 
new addition; neighbours opposite, youngsters Jasmine and Joss, set up a professional      
looking and council licensed refreshment stall, raising another $1,471.                      

I previously mentioned the schools wheelathon trailer.  It looks great with painting and 
signwriting generously donated by Ascot Signs.                                             

Yes, we have a lot of friends.                                                                                                                  
Remember, almost all our donations are due to people like you talking                                                                            
or writing about us. Keep it up!                                                                                                         

Bye for now.    

 Gordon                                                                                                                                                                                    

PS.     And lastly. Please don’t forget us in your will. 

 



3 

 

For $200 we give each child an adjustable, all terrain,   

fully cushioned wheelchair, with an upper body harness 

and foot restraints,postural support devices for the 

head, trunk and legs if needed, a detachable tray,            

a carry basket, a colourful knee rug and soft toy,        

spare cushioning, spare fasteners and a tool kit.                                                                                                                                               

This gift can change the life of the disabled child                                                                  

and that of every family member.  

 

Kuang , a 12 year-old boy, was born with Cerebral Palsy.  

He lives with his family in Thayet Township, Burma.  

When he was younger, attempts were made to cure him by digging 
a hole and placing him inside it for half an hour every day.                
However, this practice, based on traditional beliefs, did not work.   

Today, Kaung Htet cannot use his fingers but he can write and play 
games on a mobile phone with his legs and toes.                                              
He does not go to school but his mother taught him how to 
write  at home.  

He can speak and he is a very active boy.                                                                  
Before he received the wheelchair, he used to walk on his knees or 
pull himself from place to place on his backside while sitting on the ground.  

Kaung’s mother said, “In the past I always had to carry him everywhere and it was hard for me. 
But now, he can go anywhere with his new wheelchair. Thank you very much for the wheelchair.”  

Above, Kuang shows the               

results of his mother’s                     

teaching at home and left he 

takes a photo of the Burma 

Children Medical Fund Staff. 
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$5000 
        BUYS MILLED ALUMINIUM LENGTHS                

    USED IN MAKING THE WHEELCHAIRS. 

In December last year Workshop Manager Br Olly Pickett accepted 

a cheque of $5000 from ’All Ford Day’ Committee man Archie   

Zappacosta and Treasurer John Luca as Wheelchairs for Kids    

Treasurer Darcy Pappas shows just where the aluminium will be 

utilized.                                                                                                                          

The donation was generously made from the proceeds of the   

                                                                                                        

            
held in October last year. 

THE COLLECTION TIN VENTURE SO FAR... 
In February 2012, Neil McKellar and Sandy Hogg, great friends of Wheelchairs for  Kids,                                                                  

started what has become a very significant source of income for the Project.                                                                         

Their vision was quite simply that collection tins could be placed in businesses, wherever                                                                 

permitted, to invite the donation of small change. 

Eight and a bit years later the donations from generous people around the State now stand                                                                   

at $110,177.70 collected in those tins. When we realise that this amount has paid for over 550 wheelchairs the 

vision that Neil and Sandy had was certainly an inspired one. 

Over this period of time the following statistics have accumulated: 

* 246 locations have had or still have our tins. 

* Neil set up 20 locations before his death in 2015. These 20 locations have produced $16,557.30 so far and 

 most of them are still maintained by several volunteers. 

* Sandy alone has been managing 10 locations since 2013 and has collected $10,698.55 so far. 

* Special thanks to the 56 volunteers who have been or who are currently involved with this venture and to 

 Cathy Cutler who, with her husband Bill, has undertaken the huge task of  counting, banking and recording 

 the contents of each tin as it returns to the workshop office.  

* So far over 1000 tins have been placed and recovered. Since each tin must be cut open it must therefore be 

 replaced with a new tin.                                                                                                                                                            

 Big thanks to Joe McKenna for his dedication to this job. 

In 2017 one of our much loved workshop volunteers, Allan Collins, was tragically killed.                                                                             

He was very active in the collection tin venture, setting up 11 new locations which to date have raised $7429.75 

thanks to several volunteers who have kept most of his locations going. Allan was also involved with helping 4 

other locations and he played a big part in raising $14,015.20  before his death. 

The hard work and organisation involved in this activity guarantees it as a fitting memorial to Neil and Allan and 

an ongoing grateful acknowledgement of what he and Sandy put in place.  

                               Rest in peace Neil ( 1927 - 2015 ) and Allan ( 1948 - 2017 ) 
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       OLUNTEERS AT THE WANGARA WORKSHOPS 

MONTHLY 

PRODUCTION       

2020 

3 ( of many ) Workshop Laws 

 Law of Wheelchair Assembly: Any dropped component will finish up in the 

least accessible spot. 

 Law of Equipment Maintenance: Once the hands are coated with oil or 

grease the itches will begin. 

 Law of Inevitable Outcomes: Equipment that does not work will do so 

when you try to prove that it doesn’t. 

10 BUCKINGHAM DRIVE, WANGARA - OUR SECURE FUTURE 

Please Note: Signage only suggested for effect. 

- Editor 



 

 

Back in January to April 2010                                                 
* Production began on Model 9.                                                                                                                 

* The Model 9 Development Team was Gordon Hudson, Tony Blackmore,                                      

 Br Olly Pickett, Charles ColeBowen ( RIP ), Bob Parry, Bob Izett, Bob Morris, Charles Miller, 

 David Shepherd ( RIP ), Don Kidson, Bill Culbertson, Ted Melvin, Mal Thomson ( RIP ) and           

 Bob Sheridan.                                                                                                                                              

* The price of the wheelchair was at $125.                               

* 18,100 wheelchairs had been made and distributed to 58 countries.                                                

* The Workshop Volunteer Roll Call was 101. 

                                     Our gift to a very special woman.                                            
                                     Muhlava Makhanani is 93 years old                                                 
                                                     and stays at Rutandare Clinic in                                                          
                      Zimbabwe.    She has severe osteo                                                         
                                            arthritis in her hips and is no longer                                                                                   
                                                    able to walk. Because of her                                                                 
                                                     mobility issues she is left alone in                                                     
                                                    her hut for long periods of time.                                                                                      
                                                    Having the wheelchair will mean                                             
                                                    that she is able to be taken out by family members and will also 
                                                    be able to attend the clinic for treatment.   She cried when        
                                                    presented with the wheelchair.                                                                            
                                                    She couldn’t believe that someone would remember an old           
                                                    lady like her and do something for her. 

Rutandare           

Clinic 
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                            In February a group of                                                                                                              

talented and generous people provided a                                                                                                       

wonderful morning tea for the workshop                                                                                                          

volunteers and then  presented a cheque for                                                                                                   

$1800 to Wheelchairs for Kids.                                                                                                      

The money was raised by producing greeting                                                                                           

cards for our service men and women overseas                                                                                          

and selling them in packs of five.                                                                                                                

Gwyneth Willis presented the cheque to                                                                                                  

Workshop Manager, Olly Pickett, on behalf of her other group members. 

                                                                                            

Great support for WFK 



 AFGHANISTAN 1  INDONESIA (TOTAL) 1707  PERU 2 

 ALBANIA 40  BALI 1158  PHILIPPINES 1376 

 ANGOLA 50  FLORES ISLAND 20  ROMANIA 132 

 ARMENIA 302  JAVA 112  SAMOA 231 

 AUSTRALIA 20  LOMBOK 381  SIERRA LEONE 329 

 BANGLADESH 670  SALATIGA 8  SINGAPORE 1 

 BELARUS 131  SUMATRA 28  SOLOMON ISLANDS 364 

 BHUTAN 8  JORDAN 105  SOMALIA 332 

 BOSNIA 100  KENYA 1920  SOMALILAND 90 

 BOTSWANA 1  KIRIBATI 172  SOUTH AFRICA 123 

 BRAZIL 2  LAOS 90  SOUTH KOREA 20 

 BULGARIA 25  LEBANON 673  SRI LANKA 2207 

 BURKINA FASO 164  LIBERIA 181  SUDAN 60 

 BURUNDI 22  LIBYA 340  SYRIA 507 

 CAMBODIA 954  MADAGASCAR 56  TAIWAN 50 

 CANADA 2  MALAWI 2042  TANZANIA 2428 

 CHINA 1745  MALAYSIA 7  THAILAND 336 

 COOK ISLANDS 5  MALDIVES 4  TIMOR LESTE 1156 

 D.R. OF CONGO 976  MAURITANIA 75  TONGA 16 

 EGYPT 499  MAURITIUS 211  TUVALU 6 

 EL SALVADOR 1  MOLDOVA 40  UGANDA 1811 

 ETHIOPIA 90  MONGOLIA 772  UKRAINE (TOTAL) 85 

 FIJI (TOTAL) 680  MOROCCO 653  CHERNIVTSI 25 

 ONO - I -LAU 10  MOZAMBIQUE 99  CHERNOBYL 60 

 SAVU SAVU 40  MYANMAR 2669  USA –CALIFORNIA DEMO 1 

 SUVA 630  NAURU 10  VANUATU 232 

 GAZA 656  NEPAL 185  VIETNAM 7724 

 GHANA 210  NIGERIA 456  YEMEN 166 

 GUINEA 1  PAKISTAN 847  ZAMBIA 838 

 INDIA 368  PAPUA NG (MAIN IS.) 2219  ZIMBABWE 485 

 IRAN 22  BOUGAINVILLE 6    

 IRAQ 1949       
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Since 1998 46,341 wheelchairs have been made in our 

workshops in Wangara, Western Australia,                 

and distributed to 90 locations as below. 



*Such caring thoughts have been of enormous benefit to us in recent years. 

Major Sponsors 

CONTACT INFORMATION :                                                                                                                                     
POSTAL ADDRESS:   PO BOX 1175, WANGARA DC, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 6947                                                                                                                        

LOCATION :     UNITS 1,2,5 & 6  45 DELLAMARTA ROAD, WANGARA.  W.A. 6065                                                                                                                                            

*MOVING SOON TO NEW PREMISES AT 10 BUCKINGHAM DRIVE, WANGARA. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS:         ROTARIAN GORDON HUDSON                       0412 111 419                                                                                     

VOLUNTEER CHAIRMAN, MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:   ROTARIAN TREVOR CANNING                   0418 940 309  

VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP MANAGER:      HON. ROTARIAN  BR. OLLY PICKETT             0411 633 020                                                                                                                                                                         

VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP COORDINATOR AND EDITOR:   BOB SHERIDAN                           0412 987 229                                

TO PLACE AN ARTICLE IN “THE DRILL” CONTACT BOB AT   bobsheridan@iinet.net.au 

If you would like to help us you can do so in any of the following ways:                                                                               

1. A cheque made out to  “Wheelchairs for Kids”  and posted to:                                                                                               

Wheelchairs for Kids Ltd, PO Box 1175, Wangara DC, WA 6947.                                                                                                        

2. Visit our website (See below) and click on “How to Help”.                                                                                                                      

3. Consider making a bequest in your will*. 

         

$200 provides a wheelchair that changes the life of a disabled, underprivileged child as well as the lives of all the 

family. 

All donations $2 or more are tax-deductible.  All donations are used in the production of the wheelchairs - no 

wages are deducted since all involved are volunteers. Overheads ( rent, utilities and administration costs ) are 

paid by donations from and in agreement with several Major Sponsors listed below.  

      WORKSHOPS:  +61 8 9409 3633             E-MAIL :  wchairsforkids@gmail.com  
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FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/wheelchairsforkids       WEB SITE:    www.wheelchairsforkids.org 

WA CHARITY 

LICENCE 

20577 

ABN                       

604 2315 6417 

Support those who support us.   777 PHARMACY - GLENGARRY, ALANDA CAFFÉ - MADELEY, ALLEGRIA CAFÉ - BEAUMARIS, 

ACCIARI BUTCHERS - OSBORNE PARK, 96 DEGREES CAFÉ - NORTH BEACH, AL FORNETTO RESTAURANT - DOUBLEVIEW,                                          

AMCAL CHEMIST - WOODVALE, AROMA CAFÉ - WHITFORDS, BAKED 180 COFFEE LOUNGE - GIRRAWHEEN, BAKERS DELIGHT - MADELEY, 

CURRUMBINE LOTTERY CENTRE, BAYLEY STREET PHARMACY - DIANELLA, BEAUMARIS NEWS, BOULEVARDE PIZZERIA - CITY BEACH, 

BRUMBYS - ANGELO ST. SOUTH PERTH, BRANO’S COFFEE VAN - HEATHRIDGE, BUMBLEBEAN COFFEE - WANNEROO,                                           

CAFÉ 34 - KARRINYUP, CAFFISSIMO COFFEE LOUNGE - FLOREAT FORUM, CAFFISSIMO MADELEY, CANHAM EATERY - GREENWOOD. 

Bill & Iolanda 
Gibbins 

Duncraig 
   Christmas Lights       - Samson Court                                       

                             

THE DRILL IS PRINTED BY OPTIMA PRESS AT 9 CARBON COURT, OSBORNE PARK, WA 6017.  (08) 9445 8380 


